
To the Law Society of Ontario, 
 
Re: Student Concerns Regarding Impact of COVID-19 on Recruitment and Licensing 
 
First and foremost, I would like to extend my thoughts to you and your families during this difficult 
time. I hope you are staying safe and well. I also want to recognize that the COVID-19 situation 
is continually unfolding, and that discussions are evolving accordingly for everyone. While I 
appreciate that there is still a high degree of uncertainty, I wanted to share some of the concerns 
that have been raised by Ontario law students with the hope that they will be taken into 
consideration as the Law Society continues to respond to the impact of COVID-19. 
 
These concerns have been raised in part by the Law Students’ Society of Ontario (LSSO)’s 
Council, composed of student leadership from all seven law schools in the province, based on 
feedback from students at their respective schools. I want to acknowledge that at this stage, much 
of this feedback is anecdotal.  Notwithstanding, collective discussion within the LSSO has revealed 
commonalities across our membership which I have outlined below. 
 
The student climate is fraught with uncertainty and anxiety. This includes widespread concern 
around how individual schools will manage the remainder of the term, with a significant degree of 
this discussion pertaining to how grading will be impacted and whether there will be corollary 
effects on recruitment. There has not been clear support for any one alternative for grading, 
including the administration of pass/fail options. Whichever alternative is supported, however, is 
often done so with a focus on remaining competitive in the next recruitment cycle. Many students 
are worried about reliance by employers on the limited number of grades they received in the fall 
semester, as well as their compromised ability to perform well given several other significant 
pressures at this time including physical and mental health, family, and financial concerns. As 
more law schools announce that they have transitioned to some iteration of a pass/fail grading 
regime, students are left wondering whether the recruitment process will be modified to account 
for some of these concerns. This includes questions about possible shifts in timing for the 
recruitment process in the 2020-2021 academic year.  
 
For graduating students, there are significant questions around the coming licensing process. I 
appreciate that it may be early to make determinations regarding the upcoming June exams. That 
being said, students are facing additional unexpected financial pressures, including, in some cases, 
the loss of on-campus housing, the loss of part-time income, the financial impact of the crisis on 
those that they rely on for support during law school, and the impact that delayed start dates may 
have on their debt repayment capabilities. These financial considerations are top of mind amidst 
other uncertainties of how the licensing process may be impacted, including the administration of 
bar exams and articling start dates. Some students are concerned about their job security if the 
situation continues to persist.  
 
A pressing concern is the payment of the licensing and bar exam fees due on April 15, 2020. 
Given your recent announcement that lawyers will not face a late fee before April 6 for their 
annual fees (and consideration that this may be extended), the LSSO respectfully requests 
that the LSO extend the payment deadline for licensing and bar exam fees including a 
deferral of the start date of the Monthly Payment Plan. Consistent with the approach taken for 



annual fees, an extension, open to further review as more information comes available in the 
coming weeks, would help to alleviate pressure on graduating students at this difficult time. Many 
students who are already relying on the limited amounts of debt that they have available as they 
conclude their law school careers now face new uncertainties about how long current resources 
need to last. This fee payment extension could have a significant impact on the financial and mental 
wellbeing of students. 
 
Over the coming weeks, the LSSO will continue to collect feedback from students and to share it 
with you. While this discourse includes representation from every Ontario law school, it is not 
intended to reflect the opinions of every law student. We acknowledge the sheer number of 
opinions, unique situations, challenges, and differing impacts that exist among Ontario law 
students. We expect this to be an ongoing conversation among the student bodies, and the LSSO 
is committed to continuing to share feedback and have open discourse with the Law Society. 
 
Thank you for your support and consideration during these difficult times. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Karen Mann 
President, Law Students’ Society of Ontario 
With support from student leadership from LSSO’s Member Law Societies  
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